The Zeal Of God
John 2:12-17

As we read these scriptures given within our bibles and as our minds attempt to
interpret their meanings, we can’t help but use our twenftieth-century mentality.
It's all that we have and all that we know as we try to comprehend the words
we are reading.

But folks, our intellect is not all that we need as we read these precious words.

For myself, as | encounter words like these that we will read here in this passage,
| want always to remind myself of God’s instructions regarding “hard to
understand” concepts such as these.

These words of our Lord, “they are Spirit and they are life”. And as we're clearly
told in 1 Corinthians chapter 2 our Lord’s words and concepts cannot be
understood by rational human thought, but are instead “Spiritually discerned”.

And | want us to do that as we study these words today, to ask “the Holy Spirit to
discern” the meaning of these words for us.

Pause with me and listen carefully to the words of our passage for today. This is

John chapter 2 beginning in verse 12,
12 He (the Lord Jesus) went down to Capernaum, with his mother and his
brothers and his disciples, and they stayed there for a few days.
13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
141n the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and
pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15> And making a whip of
cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And
he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their
tables. ¢ And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things
away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” 17 His disciples
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”
(John 2:12-17)

Many bible teachers have given thought to this event in the Temple and have
ascribed the human emotion of “anger” to what Jesus “must have been
feeling” as He responded in this way. But I'm not sure that | can agree with their
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conclusions that this instance of clearing the temple is at all the same as what
you and | would experience as anger.

Yes, Jesus was fully human as well as fully God. And yes, He did feel most all the
same human experiences that you and | feel.

But...lreally don’t know that this response by the Lord Jesus was as simple as
human anger.

Yes, there are several emotions that God experienced that we as human beings
relate to as being similar too our own, but are they really the very same kinds of
emotions.

When we read in the Old Testament that God was “angry”, or that He was
“lealous”, or that He “grieved”, are they the exact same emotions that we
experience?

As | examine the meaning and the context of those words, yes, | can agree that
the emotions might in some ways seem similar to my own. But within my
understanding | know that there really is a vast difference.

Why do | know that to be true? It's because our God is Righteous and He is Holy
in everything He thinks and says and does. And every emotion that is ascribed to
Him comes out from His Righteous and Holy being. But mine do not! Mine do
notl

| have heard other Christians say that they have a “righteous anger” about a
particular matter or towards a particular person. But folks, | confess with great
sincerity that | can never claim such an anger. At its most basic level, my heart
truly is “desperately wicked and deceitful” and it might never, of itself, be able
to experience ‘“righteous anger”.

Yes, perhaps at times, the Holy Spirit within me might be able to provoke some
semblance of “righteous anger” within my heart, but | fruly can’t testify to
having known when that has taken place in me.

Most often, my anger has to do with someone having offended my pride,
perhaps robbed me of my position in the checkout line at the grocery store or
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tail-gated me when I'm driving. And yes, unfortunately, | find that | can be
easily angered when those things take place.

Another emotion that God experiences that seems similar to ours is that of
jealousy. | confess that | seldom ever experience the kind of jealousy that seems
common among men and women. My wife of fifty-five years has never given
me reason to feel jealousy.

But when these scriptures tell us that God is “jealous over us”, while His jealousy
might in some ways seem similar, it really is very different.

God'’s jealousy for His children is about a very exclusive pure and holy love
relationship that He has with us, manifesting itself in a Zealous protectiveness, a
relationship that is described in the Book of Ephesians as a husband and wife,
and in other places in the scriptures, we are called His “bride”.

And as His wife, His bride, Jesus wants us to love Him and Him alone, and to
share none of ourself with anyone else. And especially, to have no other gods
before Him.

That same form of jealousy can be seen as Jesus entered the Temple and saw
the people that called themselves “children of Yahweh" defiling His Father’s
Temple. His jealousy for His people and for all that worship in His Father’'s house
was supposed to mean brought about a “Zealous” response within Him, a
response intended not only to demonstrate the heart of God to the people
then, but also to each of us throughout all of fime.

Folks, may we pause here and also remind ourselves that none of the
occurrences within these scriptures are random happenstance. Not at alll

While the Lord Jesus’ response to these circumstances given here in our passage
today has all the markings of a spontaneous reaction, it must quickly be
understood to be like all of the other events given in this precious bible.

All of these words and all of these events are a very intentional revelation of a
well-orchestrated plan of God that He is unfolding before us, a plan put into
place long before the creation of time, and long before the foundations of this
world were laid.
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Notice the course of events that led up to this day. For some time, John the
Baptist had been obeying the call of God to “prepare ye the way of the Lord”,
calling for the people to repent, and calling for them to be looking forward to
the arrival of a very special person who would bring salvation to their souls. John
said,
26Y| baptize with water,” . . . "but among you stands one you do not know.
27He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals | am not
worthy to untie.” (John 1:26-27)

And then, Jesus came to John and was baptized. And at that time, a voice
from heaven declared Jesus to be the Son of God.

And then Jesus began to choose certain men that would follow Him, men that
would carry on His work after He was gone.

Folks, each of these events were a part of a well-designed plan that was
unfolding, step by step.

Now here, in John chapter 2, Jesus had just come from performing His first
miracle, that of “turning water info wine”. And the scriptures tell us that that
miracle accomplished two more very important parts of God’s plan. The
miracle revealed who Jesus was and it put into motion the process of
establishing “faith” in the hearts of His disciples.

Listen again to Verse 11,
This, the first of his miraculous signs, Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee.
He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him. (John
2:11)

These two effects folks were essential to the foundational ministry of Jesus, first, to
establish His power and His authority as the God over all of creation, able to
create it and also able to change it. And secondly, to establish faith within the
hearts of His disciples.

Folks, you'll notice that time and time again in the scriptures the Jews would ask
Jesus, "By what authority do you do the things you do2¢” And here in verse 18
they asked that very question.
18Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show
us to prove your authority to do all thise” (John 2:18)
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Dear friends, it's not wrong to question the character and authority of someone,
especially if that person is someone who will influence your beliefs and your
actions. And Jesus had come to do just that, to influence and to change the
beliefs of men and women. So, it was good that the Jews would question Jesus’
authority. Their problem was that they often took their questioning to the wrong
extent.

Questioning is good for two reasons. One, it helps us to weed out those who
should not be influencing us. And two, if the person is truly legitimate, then the
questioning can act as a catalyst to provoke and bring on a deeper belief and
frust.

Again, | see a well-organized plan unfolding here in all that Jesus was doing.
The miracle of turning water into wine had, in a private way, began to establish
who Jesus was.

And now here in the temple, He took a very public and bold step to declare His
authority.

None of these activities taking place in the temple were new to Jesus. He had
been going to this temple most all of His life. I'm sure that during His growing
years, as He would enter this temple and see such defilement taking place, he
would go through a whole range of emotions.

And yes, on this occasion He was motivated with a “zeal”
much like our human condition of “anger”.

, zeal that looked very

But this was a far greater thing that consumed Him. Yes, His Father's house was
being defiled, but much more, His Father's very holiness was being defiled. And
Jesus was zealous to defend His Father’s Holiness.

But folks, resting just below the surface, of what appeared to be an outburst by
Jesus, was this other purpose, one of provoking the Jews to consider, if only for a
moment, if Jesus truly had the authority to do the things that He did.

For some of the Jews it was a point of contention, for others it was the beginning
of belief when they asked, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your
authority to do all thise”
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There is a point in each person’s life when each of us must go beyond “common
belief”, beyond common intellectual acquiescence to the matters of life. And
that point begins when we perceive that the thing that we believe in is more
credible than the common things of the day.

Jesus went about establishing Himself as being “beyond the common”, each
action and reaction spoke of who He was and what He had come to
accomplish.

He was not merely a prophet as John the Baptist was, or just a good man with
good intentions, or even a good teacher, a Rabbi. Jesus had far greater
authority than all of those who had come before Him. He was “God the Son”.
And this was His Father’s house. And these people were defiling His Father’s
house.

And not only that, these people had, in the name of worship, established this
kind of defilement as an acceptable part of their worship, buying and selling
animals to sacrifice, exchanging money for the temple taxes, actually stabling
manure ridden animals within the temple walls. Can’t you imagine the stench
and the noise that would keep any worshipful mind from concentrating on the
person and the majesty of God?

The whole thing was absurd and a travesty to the holiness of God. And Jesus
saw the awful absurdity and responded to it.

Folks, I'd like for you to get the visual image of the thing that Jesus had walked
into that day. Jesus had come down from the majestic glory of heaven where
God is worshipped and adored every moment, where everyone and everything
points fo and magnifies the glory and the holiness of God.

And then here, a temple that was supposed to be dedicated to following the
very same pattern of worship that takes place in heaven is filled with greedy
men and foul smelling animals.

Yes, God had ordained and approved the sacrifice of animals as a
substitutional atonement for sin, but everything was going wrong with God’s
original intent. Men had taken God'’s holy plan and reconfigured it for their own

Page 6 of 9



gain. Greed and personal profit had become a natural part of the whole
process of worship and atonement.

And it's tfrue, many of the people were coming from great distances and they
could not easily bring sheep and oxen and doves with them to the temple. So,
the idea of being able to simply buy a sacrificial lamb right at the door of the
temple probably seemed like a good idea to everyone.

And after all, those animals that were being sold in the temple were supposed
to have been examined carefully by the priests to assure that the animals were
without blemish and were in every way acceptable for sacrifice.

And besides that, many of the people were poor and had no actual money to
pay their temple tax, so they often had to barter to obtain the money they
needed.

Some even, were from foreign lands and had only the coinage from their own
land. And they needed to exchange it for the money required by the priests.

It was all so neat and compact and convenient. And I'm sure that some
enterprising priests had thought it all up in times past and were lauded for their
good ideas.

But folks, all of this ease and convenience bespoke a deep flaw in the attitude
and commitment of both the priests and the congregants, “very little bother,
and cheap atonement”.

And all of it was repugnant to Jesus. Yes, He was human, and yes, He displayed
what appeared to be a very human emotion. But dear Christians, this had little
to do with human emotion. This had to do with “Holiness”. And it had to do with
righteous indignation by the God of the universe towards people who would
treat sin and the atonement for sin with such little concern.

Sinis abhorrent to God. And sin must be abhorrent to you and me also. And it
needs to be dealt with in a firm way with a deeply repentant heart, and not in
the way that these priests and these people were dealing with it by simply
buying and selling sacrifices.

Atonement for sin was on sale at this temple door. It was so easy, so convenient,
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Jesus knew the price that He, the ultimate sacrifice, would have to pay later on
the cross. And He knew that atonement was a serious matter.

The holiness of God would not permit a cheapened process. Atonement, in
every way, had to be a holy and a righteous undertaking, done by strict
observance to God'’s plan. Anything short of that would be an abomination to
God.

And folks, that whole scene there in the temple that day was truly an
abomination to God the Father and it was personally offensive to God the Son
who adored His Father.

If we think that we are caring and protective of our family, we are only a
shadow of what family caring and protectiveness is all about in the Trinity of
God. The love and the commitment of each member of the Trinity to the
purposes of the other members of the Trinity is beyond our comprehension.

That was the emotion flowing through the veins of Jesus that day. He wanted
what His Father wanted and He wanted it with a passion that is inconceivable to
our human heart. He wanted His Father’'s house to be a house of worship, filled
with holiness and righteousness.

Greed and self-gain are a stench to the nostrils of God, and greed and self-gain
had become commonplace activity in that temple.

And sadly, greed and self-gain have also become commonplace in our
churches today. And | know that it must be an awful stench in the nostrils of
God. And it ought to be a stench in your and my nostrils also.

So, before we finish with these thoughts here today, may we ask ourselves, “Do
we, do you, do | have a proper and Holy zeal for the things that take place in
our house of God"?

In our efforts to make attendance and worship more convenient, more
attractive, more pleasing to our people, do we substitute something less than
the requirements and obligations that are clearly given to us within the pages of
this bible.
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Oh dear Christian, | do fear that we often do. With good intentions, we want so
much to bring them intfo our congregation. But within the process, do we leave
some of the “harder” requirements of God outside the doors?¢ We should not!
We must not!

| do fear that as we Christians gather and talk and consider the sin that takes
place in our world, our view is too often focused on the very obvious sinfulness of
the world, so focused on them that we fail to see the sin taking place in our own
lives and especially the sin taking place in our own “House of God".

And with these words of scripture, Jesus is telling us to take a fresh look at
ourselves, at our own “House of God".

With that thought in mind, let me ask us the question, “Do you, do | have a
“zeal” for our Father’s house?” We should and we must! If we don't, then we
need to deal with the sin that might separate us from that “zeal”.

Listen to these words given in 1 Peter chapter 4 as we close.
17For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and
if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the
gospel of Gode (1 Peter 4:17)

Pray with me.
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