| Will Arise And Go Back
Luke 15:11-24

As I've mentioned to you often over the months that we have been studying
through this Book of Luke, | have been captivated by the wonderful provision of
“Grace” that our Lord so generously showers upon us, at every moment and in
every way possible.

And as we read these words of this parable given to us here in Luke chapter 15,
though the word “Grace” is not mentioned, we can again clearly see the
Gracious Hand of our Lord involved all throughout this story.

| love the way that the Holy Spirit writes these words to us. Because as we, you
and |, give our hearts freely to our Lord, the Holy Spirit gives us “eyes to see” and
“ears to hear” His presence, both within these blessed truths given in His words
and also His presence in all that is taking place.

And He describes it so well for us in clearly given word-pictures like this one given

to us here in this parable of a prodigal son. Listen again to the words of the Lord

Jesus given here in Luke chapter 15 beginning in verse 11. Jesus said,
11..."There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to
me."” And he divided his property between them. 13 Not many days later,
the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far
country, and there he squandered his property in prodigal living. 14 And
when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country,
and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one
of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs.
16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and no
one gave him anything.
17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired
servants have more than enough bread, but | perish here with hunger! 18 |
will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, | have sinned
against heaven and before you. 19 | am no longer worthy to be called
your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.” ' 20 And he arose and
came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him
and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. 21 And
the son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before
you. | am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to
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his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring
on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill
it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive
again; he was lost, and is found.” And they began to celebrate. (Luke
15:11-24)

Over the past few days as | have studied and meditated upon the words of this
parable, | was again drawn back to God's central purpose and meaning for
these words. And that is, that you and | might know, and even ourselves begin
to experience more of the frue “Grace” and mercy of our loving Lord’s
watchcare over us.

Consider with me again, both sides of this equation of "Grace” that God has set
within His relationship with us, God'’s side and our side. From our side of the
equation of Grace, most all of the plans, desires and activities of our daily life
really do seem simply to be a random flow of coincidental occurrences working
together to bring about all the many events that take place.

And we act and we react within those occurrences in whatever manner seems
right to us at the moment, again all seeming to be random and coincidental.

How often have you said to someone, “I can’t believe what happened to me
today!” And then you go about telling them a story that in every way suggests
a series of random events.

And doesn’t that seem so “normal”. Because with all the many people in the
world and especially those who are around or near us, they all independently
do things that impact and change daily events, even from moment to moment.

And we, with our ordinary, finite minds find it so difficult to accept and live as if
there is another, more “infinite mind” and more “infinite hand” that really is
involved and is actually guiding, directing and causing the many things of daily
life to take place. And that “infinite mind and hand” is God's side of the
equation of Grace.

Folks, God truly is “sovereign” and His providential hand is ever and always
inserted intfo every activity of daily life, from the very best of our behavior fo
even and especially some of the very worst and most vile of our conduct.
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Does that mean that God is the author of or is at least involved in the sin that
takes place within those occasions of life2 No, never in the sin. But yes, He is
ever and always working within our circumstances giving us opportunity upon
opportunity to turn from those sins and to return back to Him. That is how Grace
works.

As | consider and meditate about God'’s gift of grace, | find it most difficult to
recognize grace during the moments that it is taking place. Most often grace
can be more easily seen looking back over a long period of time, especially
over many years. And that is especially so for those people that He calls to be
enlisted within His work.

And let me say also that God’s call upon people to join into His work is very often
irespective of their own personal plans and desires. In other words, it does not
seem that God looks throughout the land for those special people who are
eagerly seeking to be His servants. No, grace reaches into men and women'’s
lives irrespective of their desires and plans and He draws them into it.

A very prominent example of this can be seen in the early life of Franklin
Graham. Franklin Graham has said that growing up in the family of the most
notable evangelist of our time, Billy Graham, was not an easy life for a young
man who had his own desires for life, especially desires for those wilder sides of
life.

In a recent television interview, Franklin Graham said that as a youngster, he
wasn't attracted to the gospel, but to guns and motorcycles, cigarettes and
alcohol. And he said he once tried marijuana.

He told of how he was thrown out of high school and out of college. He said, '
wanted to be a hell raiser that lived my own life, and if it made people mad,
tough. If it disappointed people, tough. It's my life, I'm going to live it the way |
want to live it, and if you don't like it, get out of my way. That was my attitude."
He went on to say, " it was my attitude - and it was rebellion against God," "l
wanted to be free and | wanted to have fun."

Franklin Graham then spoke of a time, at age 22, when his father confronted
him about his habits and lifestyle. He remembers that his father told him that
there was no halfway. Either he was going to have to accept Jesus Christ and
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what he says and obey him and follow him, or he would have to reject him. And
it was then that he gave his heart to the Lord Jesus.

And folks, | know of so many other, less known men and women who have
followed similar paths, especially among the young people who came through
the ministry at French Camp. So many of them were coming from families with
very broken lifestyles. And those young men and women had learned well from
their parents, the habits and behaviors that would then lead them into similar
broken lifestyles. And it did for many after they graduated and moved on into
adult life.

But thanks be to God, | have seen many of them, later on, come to a dramatic
change, turning to Christ and having really, really good family lives.

Some of them have even come back to work in the ministry there at French
Camp, working as Houseparents and staff.

In the years that | worked there in among those kids, | had to continually remind
myself that if one of them was very rebellious, they would not always be that
way. This was only the beginning of their lives, and who they would be was yet
to be determined. God had plans for them, plans that might include them
being the next Franklin Graham or perhaps even the next Billy Graham.

And that’s the way Grace works folks. And yes, it does involve people like Billy
Graham and others who confront each of us with the gospel. But we must ever
and always know that behind the voice of that one who is talking is the very
Spirit of God calling out to the one who is listening, saying “come to me”, “come
to me”!

| love those words of the Lord Jesus in Matthew chapter 11 where He says to the
broken souls of our world,
28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest.
29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my
burdenis light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)

And also, | want to always remind us of a basic fruth that is ever and always at
work in every circumstance and in every person’s life. That truth is given to us in
John chapter 6 verse 44. There we're told that,
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44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.
(John 6:44)

Simple words, but profoundly truel
44No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.
(John 6:44)

The point of understanding that God wants you and me to gain regarding His
“Grace” is simply that it is always, always first at His initiative. Yes, Billy Graham
did confront his son Franklin with the gospel. And yes, we in the ministry at
French Camp did confront those young people there with the gospel. But it was
ever and always first the work and the “drawing” of God's Holy Spirit who
brought about the right responses from those lost ones.

And that is the message being given within the words of this parable.
Remembering that underlying truth that we just read in the words of John 6:44,
that “no one comes to the Lord Jesus except His Father draws them”, we can
see clearly that this is what took place in this young man’s heart.

Folks, this parable of this “Prodigal son” is intended as an allegory, a figurative
representation of a biblical truth that is intended for you and me. We, you and |
are the “prodigal” sons and daughters. The father in this parable is God.

And while yes, we can sometimes move ourselves far away from Him, God is
able to see us from any distance and is able to know all that is taking place in
our lives at every moment, especially those things that are taking place within
our minds and our hearts. In Psalm 139, we're told that God knows our thoughts
even before they ever come to our tongue.

And likewise, He would have known all that was taking place within the heart
and mind of this young man in this parable, long before the young man began
to behave as he did.

The question might come to our mind, “But if God knew the things that would
take place, why then did He not just stop the young man and turn him to a
righteous path?”
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The answer to that question has to do with God'’s “holiness”, and with the “free
will" of men. Itis part of the holiness of God to allow men and women the
opportunity to exercise their “free will” in matters of femptation and sin.

This is one of those strange and incomprehensible provisions of God, that while
we are being allowed to make our own “free will" choices and decisions, He, at
the same time is guiding our path in the direction that He has planned for us, a
“concurrence” of thoughts that seem to be ours, but are also His.

And no, | don’t understand this concurrence very well, but from the truths | read
within these scriptures, | know that both are taking place, “my will”, but “His will”,
both at the same time. And praise be to God for that.

And recall also the words of the Lord Jesus, knowing that in just a short time that
Peter, His beloved disciple, would be put to very painful tests, said to Peterin
Luke chapter 22,

31%Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift

you like wheat,

32put | have prayed for you that your faith may not fail.” (Luke 22:31-32)

God, our loving and protective Father could bind satan at every turn. And He
could also force our minds to make right choices, but most often, He does not.
His holiness seems to require that He allow us, His beloved children the
opportunity to make our choices, both good ones and bad ones.

Thankfully, as we see in His words to the Apostle Peter, Jesus is always praying for
us as we experience the many trials of this life. And when Jesus intercedes and
prays for us, as He did with Peter, though we may falter and make wrong
choices for a season, and suffer for it, we cannot fail. May | say that again . ..
when Jesus intercedes and prays for us, though we may falter for a season and
suffer for it, we cannot fail.

And He demonstrated His loving Grace and mercy here in this parable of this
prodigal son.

Thankfully, even when we make the worst of choices, our God does not desert
us or leave us completely to ourselves. If He were to do that we would surely
perish. No, thanks be to God, along with the necessity to allow us to make our
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own choices is another, even more powerful part of His Holiness. And that is the
need to provide us His loving grace.

And He did that, with this young man, and He does that with you and me.

Note though that His grace can come in many forms, and can sometimes be at
a very painful cost, especially to the giver, as it was when God the Father sent
His Son to die for our sins on the cross.

With this young prodigal, it came first through the response of a, no doubt,
broken-hearted, but gracious father. Why would we assume that this young
man’'s father would be broken-hearted? For many reasons! As we said in the
study last week, inheritances come only after a father dies. The unspoken
implication was that by wanting his inheritance now, the young man was
treating his father as if he were already dead.

And no, the young man probably would not have admitted to those thoughts,
but nonetheless, the implication is frue.

And also, a father has great and good plans for his sons. He would have desired
that both of his sons would someday run the family farm and business. And that
this young man would himself father a quiver full of grandchildren.

When sons go awry and dreams fail, a father’s heart is painfully broken.

But also note that the sufferings of grace will very often extend on to the person
who receives it, especially if that person makes wrong choices. In those
choices, God might allow us to have the sinful desires of our hearts, but along
with those choices can come a froubled soul.

In Psalm 106 verse 15, speaking about a time in the wilderness when the children
of Israel had forgotten all that God had done for them and with their cravings
had put God to the test, we read,
15 And He (God) gave them their request, But sent leanness into their soul.
(Psalm 106:15)

Yes, God will sometimes give us the cravings of our hearts, but we really must be
careful. If our requests are wrong ones, He may along with the thing we lusted
for, also give us a “leanness of soul”.
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But please also understand, the “leanness of soul” is not just a result of our
having made a poor choice. It is that yes, but that “leanness of soul” is also part
of the loving grace from God, intended for the purpose of turning our hearts
back to Him.

And He did all of that with this prodigal son. In this parable, the young man’s
behavior followed a very familiar pattern, one we see often in today’s children.

He lusted for the things that he thought would make him happy. And his
gracious and loving father consented and gave him his request. And true to
form, the young man went out immediately and wasted all that he received.
Yes, he might have enjoyed himself for a season, but those seasons always end.

With his money gone, then came the “leanness of soul”. The young man found
himself in the captive clutches of the world, barely able to survive and hurting.

But folks, here is where God wants you and me to see His hidden hand of grace
at work. It was by God's grace that the young man used up all that he owned.
It was by God'’s grace that he was forced to go to work in a pigsty. It was by
God'’s grace that he suffered with great hunger and regret over his behavior.
That is the way of grace. It sometimes, perhaps often can be very painful to us.

But thanks be to God, if we will only allow His grace to do its complete work, it
will lead us to repentance, that real and true understanding about the things we
have done, the knowledge that we have sinned, first against God and then
before people, especially our loved ones.

Listen to the words of this young man, and remember, he and his words are
intended as an allegory of you and me. He said,
18] will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, | have sinned
against heaven and before you,
17and | am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of
your hired servants." '(Luke 15:18-19)

This folks, is repentance. It is not remorse, and we must be careful to understand
the difference. Remorse seems only to involve our being sorry about the effects
of our sin.
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Repentance understands that our sin has been committed first against God,
against His purity and His holiness. Here, expressed in the young man’s words,
“"Father, | have sinned against heaven”.

And the young man was right. It is first of all “God” that is violated by our sin.
And it is from Him that we must seek forgiveness.

But folks, also and so very importantly, these words instruct that we really go
ahead and do something with our repentance. Here, the young man got up
and went to his father, confessed his sin and sought forgiveness.

We too, must carry our repentance to its fullest and most complete extent, else
our sorrows for our sin might instead simply turn our hearts to depression and
cause us great harm.

God'’s grace must be given its full opportunity to complete its work. And this
parable points us to the steps we must take. After we have suffered sufficiently
to bring us to repentance we must, with a humble heart, “arise and go to our
Father, confess our sins to Him and humbly seek His forgiveness”.

Listen and I'll close! The young man said,
18] will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, | have sinned
against heaven and before you,
17and | am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of
your hired servants."'
20 And he arose and came to his father. (Luke 15:18-19)

And thenin1John 1:9...
?If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)

Pray with me.
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